
Hershey Trips 

Each year, Penn State Hershey Children's Hospital offers tours to all student volunteers 
involved with the Penn State IFC/Panhellenic Dance Marathon. These tours provide a 
wonderful opportunity for Penn Staters to comprehend the true spirit of THON and 
observe, first-hand, the significance of their yearlong efforts.

While on the tour, students will see the hospital's in-patient and out-patient pediatric 
oncology units, meet a child life specialist, a 
nutritionist, and a psychologist, talk with a 
social worker, tour the Four Diamonds 
Pediatric Research Institute, the new Stem Cell 
Clinic, and usually get the chance to meet a 
Four Diamonds family - the real heart and soul 
behind THON. 

The tours start promptly at 10:00 a.m. and end 
at 2:00 p.m. Students should try to arrive at 
Hershey by 9:45 a.m. at the absolute latest. 
Each visitor on the tour receives a 
complimentary meal ticket worth $8.00 for the 
hospital's cafeteria. Parking is free. Students 
are to wear their organization's THON t-
shirt, sweatshirt or other THON apparel 
with khaki pants and closed toed shoes. No 
sweatpants or sleeveless shirts are to be 
worn. Remember you are representing 
THON and Penn State, so please dress 
accordingly.

Students are responsible for providing their 
own transportation to and from Penn State 
Hershey Children's Hospital. It is 
approximately a two-hour trip from State 
College, but the drive is well worth it! 
Directions to Hershey can be found on the 
THON website. Upon arrival at Penn State 
Hershey Medical Center, follow the green 
signage for Parking Lot G and the University 
Physicians Center. After parking, proceed to 
the main lobby of the University Physicians 

Center. A Four Diamonds representative will be there to meet you. Please call the Four 
Diamonds office at 717-531-6086 if you have any questions. 

October Dates November Dates

Tues 10/6/09 Tues 11/3/09

Wed 10/7/09 Wed 11/4/09

Thurs 10/8/09 Thurs 11/5/09

Tues 10/20/09 Tues 11/10/09

Wed 10/21/09 Wed 11/11/09

Thurs 10/22/09 Thurs 11/12/09

Tues 10/27/09 Tues 11/17/09

Wed 10/28/09 Wed 11/18/09

Thurs 10/29/09 Thurs 11/19/09

December Dates January Dates

Tues 12/1/09 Tues 1/19/10

Wed 12/2/09 Wed 1/20/10

Thurs 12/3/09 Thurs 1/21/10

Tues 12/8/09 Tues 1/26/10

Wed 12/9/09 Wed 1/27/10

Thurs 12/10/09

February Dates

Tues 2/2/10

Wed 2/3/10

Thurs 2/4/10



Hershey Trip Applications will be available on THINK beginning Friday, 
September 25, 2009.!

Rules 

• Any organization may apply for a reservation to visit Penn State Hershey 
Children's Hospital.

• The absolute maximum number of people for a Hershey tour is 12 people 
and the absolute minimum number of people for a tour is 8 people. A tour can 
be made up of a combination of organizations but unless there are a minimum of 
6 people for a tour, the tour must be canceled. Hershey Trip Applications will 
be available on THINK Friday, September 25, 2009.

• Only groups who have properly filled out a Hershey Trip Application on THINK 
will be eligible to attend. The first date on which you may submit a Hershey Trip 
Application is September 25, 2009.

• Tours do NOT run every day. Specific tour dates are posted on the THON™ 
website

• Reservations will be granted on a first come, first serve basis. If your group is 
chosen to attend, you will be contacted by the Hershey Trip Coordinator, Rick 
Strable, hershey.trip@gmail.com.

• Groups will provide their own transportation to Hershey. Directions are available 
on the THON website. 

• Please make your best effort to adhere to your reservation and scheduled time. If 
something unexpected occurs and you absolutely cannot make it, you must 
contact the Hershey Trip Coordinator, Rick Strable, herhsey.trip@gmail.com at 
least 48 hours in advance of the trip. 

• Tardiness is not acceptable. The tours will begin whether or not you are there. 
• Cellular phone use is not permitted during a tour. Phones must be turned off 

before entering the hospital. 
• If you cancel less than 48 hours in advance of the trip or just fail to show for your 

scheduled date and time, you will forfeit your visit to the Penn State Children's 
Hospital, as well as incur a fine of $100.00, which will be donated anonymously 
to The Four Diamonds Fund.

• THON and The Four Diamonds Fund reserve the right to cancel any Hershey 
Trip.  In the case of this event, no penalty will be incurred on the organization.

*IF YOU HAVE A COLD/VIRUS/FLU/ETC. OR ARE JUST FEELING 
SICK IN THE FEW DAYS (OR DAY OF) YOUR TRIP, PLEASE DO NOT 
GO TO HERSHEY - FIND A SUBSTITUTE OR CANCEL!!!! 

If you have any questions at all about your health and being able to attend your 
scheduled time, please contact the Hershey Trip Coordinator, Rick Strable, 
hershey.trip@gmail.com as soon as possible. If you cannot get in touch with him, 
please call Family Relations Overall, Annie Fiscus at 724-991-4371 or please call 
the Four Diamonds office at 717-531-6086. Do not compromise the health of a 
child. 

http://www.thon.org/contact.php
http://www.thon.org/contact.php
http://www.thon.org/contact.php
http://think.psu.edu/


Much effort goes into the planning of these trips. If you choose to disregard your 
confirmed reservation, you are choosing to disrespect the children and the 
families of The Four Diamonds Fund, the Penn State Hershey Children's Hospital, 
the Dance Marathon Overall Committee, and The Pennsylvania State University. 

PLEASE REMEMBER: You are a visitor and guest of Penn State Hershey 
Children's Hospital. It is a privilege to be given a Hershey tour, and the time that 
doctors, child life specialists, and other Hershey staff are giving to you is time 
away from their busy schedules, so please respect all that they are doing for you. 
You are serving as a representative of Pennsylvania State University and The 
Pennsylvania State University's IFC/Panhellenic Dance Marathon, so please act 
accordingly.

For all student visitors, the following dress code is required:
Khakis or Dockers
Penn State or THON Shirt/T-Shirt
Closed-Toed Shoes

No Tennis Shoes
No Sandals
Heels are not recommended.

No Jeans
No Shorts (for safety and etiquette purposes)
No Short Skirts (for safety and etiquette purposes)

Directions 

• Take 322 East from State College to Harrisburg. 
• Once you get closer to Harrisburg, take the exit for I-81 North 
• After exiting on to I-81 North, watch for signs for "Southeast 83, 322- Hershey, 

York" 
• The highway will split and you will want to go right- this will take you on 83 to 

322 East 
• Follow signs for 322 East- the sign will say "Hershey, Derry St., Paxton St." 
• Take the Hershey exit- this will bring you on to 322 East 
• Stay straight on 322 East for approximately 6.5 miles
• Take the Ephrata 322 East exit (it will be on your right)
• At the third traffic light turn right onto Centerview Drive.
• At the first stop sign, turn left
• At the next stop sign, proceed straight following the green signage for Parking 

Lot G and the University Physicians Center
• After parking, proceed to the main lobby of the University Physicians Center, 

where a Four Diamonds representative will meet you. 

If you have questions, please call the Four Diamonds office at 717-531-6086.


